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worked to eradicate those harms from our so-
ciety. He was raised by his black father and 
white mother who taught him about the impor-
tance of looking beyond skin color and into the 
hearts and minds of those before him. He 
would carry these childhood lessons into the 
administration of justice and look beyond the 
race of the defendants and plaintiffs before 
him. 

In spite of the discrimination and racism he 
felt upon entering Princeton University, Judge 
Wright would further be exposed to the chal-
lenges of individuals through his educational, 
legal, and personal development at Virginia 
Union, Lincoln University, and New York Law 
School. Judge Wright learned about the im-
pact of class, gender, and educational back-
ground on the common understanding of the 
human condition. He would understand that 
economic stature was not an indicator of one’s 
worth and value. 

He became aware that one could not truly 
achieve justice unless there was an under-
standing of the circumstances which led to the 
interjection of the law in response to behavior 
deemed to be anti-social. Judge Wright deter-
mined to become an advocate for competent 
representation of the interests of the poor in 
the criminal justice system. In his courtroom, 
he would see the Eighth Amendment as a pro-
tection of the poor against the system, not as 
a mechanism of deterrence for the wealthy. 

The military would provide Bruce Wright 
with additional exposure to the universal strug-
gle of humanity for justice and the need for 
compassion and understanding in government. 
Judge Wright was committed to this compas-
sion and understanding and rendered judicial 
decisions that advocated and aided the poor. 
He was a defender of all classes and all races 
and recognized the importance of humanity in 
his work. While law enforcement and others 
often missed the significance of his reasoning, 
it is important to understand that he was a be-
liever in justice and crusader for fairness. 

I submit for the RECORD the following 
CaribNews article on the life of Judge Bruce 
McMarion Wright. I extend my condolences 
again to his family for their irreplaceable loss. 

JUDGE BRUCE MCM WRIGHT MEMORIAL 
JUNE 6, 2005.—A memorial celebration on 

the life of fearless Supreme Court Justice 
Bruce McM Wright, who retired in 1995, will 
be held on Saturday, June 4 at 11 a.m. at the 
Aaron Davis Hall, 135th Street and Covent 
Avenue in Harlem, announced his son, As-
semblyman Keith L.T. Wright. 

Judge Wright died in his sleep at age 86 on 
March 24 in his home in Old Saybrook, Conn. 
He was born in Princeton, N.J. on December 
18, 1918 to a White mother and a Black fa-
ther. A civil rights activist who faced life-
long discrimination first in the public 
schools in Princeton and, although out-
standing student, in the rejection by Prince-
ton University, which currently had no non- 
White students and which told him to apply 
elsewhere. 

A graduate of ‘‘Historically Black’’ Lin-
coln University and New York Law School, 
he received an honorary degree from Prince-
ton in 2001. The author of several books, he 
gained additional icon status when he wrote 
‘‘Black Robes, White Justice,’’ an expose of 
the entire criminal ‘‘injustice’’ system. 
Known in the White community as ‘‘Turn- 
Ern-Loose Bruce,’’ he also addressed the 
abuse of police profiling and brutality, the 
dehumanizing conditions in jails populated 
primarily by non-Whites, and the discrimi-
natory use of the death penalty against Afri-
can-Americans. 

A hero of magnificent proportions, his 
fame as justice, author, poet, and music 
lover will be celebrated by TV talk show 
host Gil Noble, who will serve as emcee of 
the memorial and the program will include 
Rep. Charles B. Rangel, Dean of the New 
York Congressional Delegation; former 
elected officials, namely Mayor David N. 
Dinkins, Manhattan Borough President 
Percy E. Sutton; Secretary of State Basil A. 
Paterson; and State Comptroller H. Carl 
McCall; and civil and human rights attor-
neys Jeff L. Greenup and John Edmonds; and 
family members. 
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RECOGNIZING ROHO GROUP, OF 
BELLEVILLE, ILLINOIS, AS THE 
RECIPIENT OF THE PRESIDENT’S 
‘‘E’’ AWARD 

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 13, 2005 

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing 
Roho Group, of Belleville, Illinois, for being 
awarded the President’s ‘‘E’’ Award for Excel-
lence in Exporting. 

ROHO was founded in 1973 by Robert H. 
Graebe, an electrical engineer who wanted to 
develop a means to heal the pressure sores 
that plagued so many patients at the hospital 
where he was working. Mr. Graebe invented a 
dry flotation technology in which a cushion 
mimics the properties of water, in a dry, air- 
fluid environment. This technology has proven, 
in clinical studies, to assist in effectively heal-
ing and preventing pressure sores. 

ROHO has since developed many variations 
of their original cushion model to address spe-
cial seating and positioning needs in the med-
ical industry. Besides producing a wide range 
of cushion models, ROHO has developed 
back support systems, mattresses and pres-
sure measurement devices. 

In the late 1990’s, ROHO entered the con-
sumer marketplace with cushions designed for 
motorcycles, trucks and heavy equipment. 
ROHO is continuing to develop new products 
and update its product line to provide their 
customers with the best seating and posi-
tioning solutions available worldwide. 

The Presidential ‘‘E’’ Award was created by 
Executive Order of President Kennedy in 1961 
as the nation’s highest award to honor U.S. 
exporters. U.S. firms are recognized for their 
competitive achievements in world markets 
and their contributions in increasing U.S. ex-
ports. 

The selection process for this prestigious 
award begins with a written application, ac-
companied by samples of the company’s inter-
national marketing materials. U.S. Export As-
sistance Center directors make their endorse-
ments of applicants and forward these to a 
committee representing the U.S Government’s 
various trade interests. Final selection is made 
by the U.S. Secretary of Commerce, in the 
name and by the authority of the President. 

Roho Group has distinguished itself as a 
world leader in the production of support sur-
face products used in rehabilitation and wound 
care. The President’s ‘‘E’’ Award recognizes 
Roho as a shining example of the innovation, 
product quality and continuous improvement 
that are required to keep U.S. companies 
competitive in today’s global marketplace. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating CEO Tom Oleksy and all the 
employees of Roho Group for being awarded 
the Presidential ‘‘E’’ Award for Excellence in 
Exporting. 
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HONORING THE AMERICAN AIR-
POWER MUSEUM, THE DIS-
COVERY NETWORK’S MILITARY 
CHANNEL, AND CABLEVISION 
FOR THEIR TRIBUTE TO LONG 
ISLAND WOMEN WHO HAVE 
SERVED IN THE MILITARY 

HON. STEVE ISRAEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 13, 2005 

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor three organizations: the American Air-
power Museum, the Discovery Network’s Mili-
tary Channel, and Cablevision. Each of these 
organizations has taken tremendous time and 
effort to pay tribute to and acknowledge Long 
Island women who have served in the military. 
They have shown their deep appreciation for 
servicewomen by supporting a recent event 
that honored Long Island women who have 
served in the military. 

Women have played a crucial, role in our 
country’s military history. They have served 
both on the home front and in combat 
throughout World War II, the Korean War, the 
Vietnam War, Operation Desert Storm and 
now, in our ongoing conflicts in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. Over the last century, the contribu-
tions made to our nation’s military forces by 
women are immeasurable. From the medics 
and support personnel of World War II, to the 
women currently serving in combat abroad, 
our Army, Navy, Air Force and Marines have 
been increasingly reliant on the heroism and 
leadership of our women in uniform. These es-
teemed women deserve to be recognized for 
their bravery and dedication and for the sac-
rifices they have made for our country. 

For this reason, I commend both Long Is-
land women who have served in the military 
and those who have made the effort to ac-
knowledge their commitment, particularly, the 
American Airpower Museum, the Discovery 
Network’s Military Channel, and Cablevision. It 
is crucial to take the time to recognize those 
who have made great sacrifices for our coun-
try. 

Once again, I commend and hold in the 
highest esteem the women who have served 
in the military along with these three organiza-
tions that have taken the time and effort to ac-
knowledge these women who have played 
such a crucial role in our country’s history. 
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IN HONOR OF FIRE CHIEF STEW-
ART GARY’S 35 YEARS AS A 
DEDICATED FIRE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL AND LEADER 

HON. ELLEN O. TAUSCHER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 13, 2005 

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Fire Chief Stewart Gary on his retire-
ment from the Livermore-Pleasanton California 
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Fire Department for 35 years of outstanding 
leadership in fire service. 

Chief Gary began his career as a volunteer 
in a small Southern California fire department 
and rose steadily in his job responsibilities to 
his appointment in 1994 as Livermore Fire 
Chief. 

Stewart has guided the Livermore- 
Pleasanton Fire Department to becoming one 
of the most technologically advanced, well- 
prepared, and harmonious fire fighting forces 
in the state. 

He is a forward-thinker, embracing informa-
tion technology innovations that expand infor-
mation available to his fire fighters when they 
have to make emergency decisions about how 
to attack a fire. 

Stewart also shares his professional exper-
tise throughout the international fire-fighting 
community, writing and lecturing on models for 
optimal placement of personnel and equip-
ment in fire situations. 

Stewart is a gifted leader of people. He fa-
cilitated the merger of the separate fire depart-
ments of the cities of Livermore and 
Pleasanton, one of the few such successful 
mergers in California, and is a winner of the 
1999 Helen Putnam Public Safety Grand Prize 
award by the California League of Cities. 
Under Stewart’s leadership, the Livermore- 
Pleasanton Fire Department has continuously 
maintained good morale and solid employee 
relationships with consensus-building practices 
like interest based negotiations. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Chief Stewart Gary for 
his contributions to the Livermore-Pleasanton 
Fire Department and to the international fire-
fighting community. The high standards he 
has set for his Department and his profession 
will strengthen fire service for many years to 
come. 
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WITHDRAWING APPROVAL OF THE 
UNITED STATES FROM AGREE-
MENT ESTABLISHING THE 
WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 9, 2005 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to reiterate 
my reluctant support of Mr. Sanders’s effort 
last week to withdraw the United States from 
the World Trade Organization. Make no mis-
take: I fully support global commerce. Al-
monds, which I grow on my land in Fresno, 
have become California’s most valuable export 
through development of foreign markets. In 
fact, more than two-thirds of this $1 billion 
crop are shipped outside of the United States 
every year. So, I truly understand the benefit 
of opening the world to the abundance of U.S. 
products. 

However, free trade must also be fair trade. 
Unfortunately, regardless of the diligent work 
and excellent intentions of our trade nego-
tiators, the bi-lateral and multi-lateral agree-
ments we have entered into are not serving 
America well, especially the interests of Amer-
ican agriculture. 

The evidence of our trade failures is undeni-
able. Over the last four years, the U.S. trade 
deficit has grown exponentially. This year, in 
spite of the Trade Promotion Authority enjoyed 

by the President and the plethora of agree-
ments brought before this body, America’s 
trade deficit is the largest it has been in nearly 
fifty years. More alarming is the fact that this 
year, though the U.S. dollar is valued well- 
below most other currencies, our nation will 
import more goods than it exports. 

For the sake of the American agricultural 
economy, we must do better. We must make 
a serious evaluation of the way in which we 
conduct trade, beginning with the agreements 
we negotiate. I am reminded of a quote from 
the distinguished former Ranking Member of 
the House Agriculture Committee, Charlie 
Stenholm: ‘‘When you find yourself in a hole, 
stop digging.’’ 

In conclusion, my vote today was a vote of 
protest. I truly hope and fully expect that we 
will successfully enter and engage in the WTO 
process. However, I believe it is time for the 
Administration to acknowledge that all of us 
who are concerned about American agricul-
tural trade policy are dissatisfied. The ‘‘yea’’ 
vote I cast last Thursday is my message to 
the Administration and my colleagues in Con-
gress that we absolutely must develop a new 
trade strategy. And, throughout that delibera-
tion, American agriculture must have a seat at 
the table. 
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RECOGNITION OF JERE COLE 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 13, 2005 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge the hard work and dedication of 
Jere Cole as State Treasurer of the Ancient 
Order of Hibernians. Jere has served the AOH 
as its Treasurer for the past two years with 
great distinction. Jere’s dedication to public 
service was instilled in him at a very young 
age and he has demonstrated throughout his 
life a commitment to the Hibernian ideals of 
friendship, unity and Christian charity. 

After graduation from high school, Jere en-
listed in the United States Air Force serving in 
Vietnam where he won the Air Force Accom-
modation medal. Much of Jere’s service to the 
community since then has been with the West 
Caldwell Volunteer Fire Department where he 
has served as 1st Assistant Chief. He has 
served as President of Fireman’s Association, 
State Secretary of the NJ State Exempt Fire-
man’s Association, and has sat on the Board 
of Managers of the Fireman’s Home in Boon-
ton. Jere also served as Secretary-Treasurer 
of the NJ State Fire Chiefs Association. 

In addition to his responsibilities with the fire 
service, Jere has served as the Democratic 
Chairman of the West Caldwell Democratic 
committee and has been very active in Essex 
County democratic politics. 

Jere has spent a great deal of time in serv-
ice with the AOH State Board while staying 
very active in the Irish American community in 
NJ. He is a member of numerous Irish Amer-
ican cultural and social organizations and has 
served as General Chairman of the NJ Irish 
Festival at the PNC Bank Arts Center as well 
as being an active member of the Newark St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade committee. 

Mr. Speaker, once again I ask my col-
leagues to join me in thanking Jere for his tire-
less service to the AOH and the Irish Amer-

ican community. I hope that he continues to 
remain actively involved in the AOH and in 
promoting the values of friendship, unity and 
Christian charity. 
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53RD NATIONAL PRAYER 
BREAKFAST 

HON. JO ANN EMERSON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 13, 2005 

Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, I had the dis-
tinct honor and privilege of chairing the 53rd 
National Prayer Breakfast, held at the Wash-
ington Hilton, here in our Nation’s Capital on 
Thursday, February 3, 2005. As you know, 
this annual gathering is hosted by Members of 
the U.S. Senate and the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives weekly prayer breakfast groups. 

Once again, we were honored that Presi-
dent George W. Bush and First Lady Laura 
Bush participated and we were greatly encour-
aged by the remarks given by The Honorable 
Tony Hall, Ambassador, U.S. Mission to the 
United Nations Food and Agriculture Agen-
cies. 

This year, we hosted a gathering of over 
3,500 individuals from all walks of life in all 50 
states and from many countries around the 
world. Please find attached a copy of the pro-
gram and the transcript of the 2005 pro-
ceedings that I respectfully request be printed 
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD so that all may 
benefit from this time together. 
53RD NATIONAL PRAYER BREAKFAST—THURS-

DAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2005—INTERNATIONAL 
BALLROOM, HILTON WASHINGTON, WASH-
INGTON, DC 
We hold these truths to be self-evident; 

that all men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain in-
alienable rights, that among these are life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness; that to 
secure these rights, governments are insti-
tuted among men. . . .—Declaration of Inde-
pendence. 

Almighty God; We make our earnest pray-
er that Thou wilt keep the United States in 
Thy Holy protection; and Thou wilt incline 
the hearts of the citizens to cultivate a spirit 
of subordination and obedience to govern-
ment; and entertain a brotherly affection 
and love for one another and for their fellow 
citizens of the United States at large. 

And finally that Thou wilt most graciously 
be pleased to dispose us all to do justice, to 
love mercy, and to demean ourselves with 
that charity, humility, and pacific temper of 
mind which were the characteristics of the 
Divine Author of our blessed religion, and 
without a humble imitation of whose exam-
ple in these things we can never hope to be 
a happy nation. Grant our supplication, we 
beseech Thee, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.—George Washington’s Prayer for the 
United States of America, June 8, 1783. 

53RD NATIONAL PRAYER BREAKFAST 
Chair: The Honorable Jo Ann Emerson; 

opening song, Wintley Phipps; pre-breakfast 
prayer, the Honorable Emanuel Cleaver II, 
U.S. House of Representatives, Missouri. 

BREAKFAST 
Welcome, the Honorable Jo Ann Emerson, 

U.S. House of Representatives, Missouri; 
opening prayer, the Honorable Tom Osborne, 
U.S. House of Representatives, Nebraska; re-
marks—Senate and House breakfast groups, 
the Honorable Mark Pryor, U.S. Senate, Ar-
kansas, the Honorable Norm Coleman, U.S. 
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